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Ontario AIDS Network welcomes budget that supports possibilities for people who are most vulnerable as part of the solution
The Ontario AIDS Network is pleased that the Provincial Government’s response to the economic downturn includes measures to address the significant challenges experienced by people who have the least, including those living with HIV and AIDS. According to Rick Kennedy, Executive Director of the Ontario AIDS Network, “[t]his budget creates possibilities over pain. It will help people with HIV by increasing ODSP payments as well as providing job training and improvements to the social service infrastructure.” Investments in skills training, literacy, and the expansion of essential services means that  HIV positive people, who often  face a constant struggle to survive, will be in a better position to take advantage of new opportunities in the future.” said Rick Kennedy.
Accelerating the child benefit, addressing housing needs and continuing to increase the minimum wage while providing additional increases to social assistance benefits are important steps in addressing poverty. At the same time, providing mentoring and supporting new Canadians is also important.  All too often, people living with HIV and AIDS face the multiple challenges of supporting themselves and their families while trying to maintain their health.

It is also encouraging that measures to address poverty and the needs of low income people are reflected throughout the budget.  Providing opportunities for AIDS Service Organizations to access infrastructure funding to remove barriers to people with disabilities, in addition to the new green technologies to save money and similar measures will enable them to continue supporting people living with HIV and AIDS in the community.  More specifically, it provides infrastructure funding to community-based social service agencies so that they can improve access for people with disabilities, and retrofit for energy savings and similar projects that will have long-term benefits.  To benefit from this funding, it is important to begin the process of identifying the needs and ways in which the announced programs and funding will be used. This initiative is also worthy of federal support and we are thus calling on The Government of Canada to provide matching dollars to help rebuild our social services infrastructure to ensure that buildings and services are both accessible and energy efficient. The federal government must also do its part to improve the adequacy and accessibility of Employment Insurance (EI).

The budget is not all good news – Ontario continues to face significant economic challenges and we need to be vigilant in ensuring that as governments move to cut the deficit, low income people are not singled out. However, this budget is reassuring in its recognition of the importance of including people with low incomes in the future rebuilding of Ontario. According to OAN Co-Chair Shannon Ryan, “[w]e will continue to advocate that more must be done in all of these areas, but we are encouraged that Ontario’s future is not being bought through bailouts of the privileged at the expense of the poor.”  We look forward to working with the government on ways to most effectively implement these new initiatives.
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